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CHECK ONE 

^2k)RIGINAL SITE 

_ M O V E D DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Antietam Hall is located at 525 Indian Lane, Hagerstown, Washington 
County, Maryland about 1/2 mile south of Maryland Route 64. It is 
situated on an area of level ground and faces northeast. 

The structure is a two-story, six-bay brick dwelling, painted yel­
low with black and white trim. 

The walls are set on low limestone foundations. The bricks at the 
front or northeast elevation and those of the northwest end wall are 
set in Flemish bond. At the rear of the house, English garden wall 
bonding is displayed with three courses of stretchers between rows of 
header bricks. The projecting portion of the rear elevation displays 
common bonding. Decorative work associated with the exterior walls in­
cludes flat brick arches over the windows. A quarter round brick water-
table extends along the entire front elevation. 

Windows and doors are spaced evenly in the facade and appear to be 
grouped in pairs. All windows of the front elevation contain nine-over-
six pane double-hung sashes which are held within wide wooden window 

• f r a m e s with pegged joining. The frames are trimmed with quarter round 
molding. Some of the windows in the other elevations contain six-over-
six or two-over-two pane sashes within narrow frames. Windows of the ... 
front wall are flanked with louvered shutters. 

The main entrance is located in the second bay from the north end 
of the facade wall. The entrance way is flanked by fluted pilasters 
projecting from the wooden'trimi/ The t'dp of the"woodwork is concealed 
by the porch ceiling. The door.jambs are finished with quadrangular 
panels which'match the "double doors. A transom with triangular panes 
is present, oyer the door. Balancing the main entrance .is a door located 
in the second bay from the east end of the front elevation. This en­
trance is without decorative trim and appears to have had a transom 
which has been enclosed. Other entrances are located in the rear eleva­
tion. 

A one-story, hipped roof entrance porch extends along the entire 
front elevation. It is supported by square posts with chamfered edges. 
Pilasters matching the main door trim are located at the ends of the 
front wall. A two-story porch extends along most of the rear wall. 
Part of this porch has been enclosed with brick. 

The roof is covered with slate and terminates with a barge board 
set directly against the end walls. Eaves boxing at the front elevation 
is trimmed with a course" of molding. Large brick chimneys with several »courses of corbelling at their tops are located inside each gable end. 
An interior flue is located at the ridge between the second and third 
bays from the south end. A fourth chimney, somewhat smaller than the 

'[^DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE 

XX_EXCELLENT DETERIORATED _UNALTERED 

_ G O O D _RU1NS X X A L T E R E D 

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED 
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DESCRIPTION 

others, rises from inside the southeast gable end several feet below 
the ridge. 

The main entrance opens into a spacious stair hall with the stair­
case set into a recess in the southeast wall of the hallway. Two rooms 
are located northwest of the hall, while to the southeast is one large 
room with a sizable fireplace. Adjoining this room is a kitchen with 
a large service fireplace behind which is another room, apparently an 
addition. 

Rooms at the second story are divided by a partial hall running 
perpendicular to the end walls. Several of the second story rooms dis­
play original decorative stenciling in red and black depicting a pine­
apple motif. 

Interior doors have six raised panels with plain quarter round trim, 
everal nails extracted from the attic floor were hand wrought. The 

first floor joists consist of heavy squared planks or logs set snugly 
against each other. Over these is a layer of mortar several inches 
thick. The flooring is placed above the mortar. 

The house is in excellent condition and stands on a tract con­
taining 41.66 acres. 

Near the house is a one-and-a-half story, four-bay brick secondary 
dwelling. Its bricks are laid in flemish bond at the front elevation 
with a quarter round molded brick watertable extending the length 
of the front wall. Other elevations display common bonding. Two 
identical doors are present in the front elevation. The openings 
have narrow framing which does not show pegged joining. A large barn 
and other outbuildings are also present. 

GPO 892 455 
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The area of significance of Antietam Hall is its architecture. The 
structure is also important for the original decorative stenciling which 
is present in several rooms on the second story. 

Although no exact construction date has been established for this 
house, it has several features characteristic of 18th century dwellings 
in Washington County. The presence of a watertable and windows with 
wide wooden frames showing pegged joining are indicative of early con­
struction. The use of wrought nails and raised panel doors at the in­
terior as well as the method of construction employed in the first 
sj:ory flooring all suggest an 18th century building date. 

The presence of early stenciling is particularly outstanding and 
certainly rare in Washington County. Few, if any, other examples are in 
existence in the area. 

• 

Early records concerning Antietam Hall are not definitive. It 
appears, however, that Ignatius Perre, who acquired a 500-acre land 
patent "Brother's Request" in 174 4, sold 100 acres to George Circule 
(Frederick County Land Records J/1129) in 1765. In 1769 Circule, who ap­
parently renamed the land "George's Lot," sold 100 acres to Martin Rohrer 
(Frederick County Deed M/182). Martin Rohrer, who eventually acquired 
more of the land, held the property until his death in 1806. In 1807 
500 acres, including parts of "Brother's Request," "Small Hopes" and 
"The Hurry," was acquired by Rohrer's son-in-law, Christian Newcomer. 
If the house is an 18th century structure, it was probably built during 
the ownership of Martin Rohrer. According to Scharf's History of 
Western Maryland, written in 1882, Martin Rohrer settled on "what is now 
known as the Bryan farm, lying on the Antietam Creek and near the 
Cavetown turnpike. . . ." The Bryan family owned Antietam Hall from 1847 
to 1904. Martin Rohrer is buried in a family cemetery located near the 
Jacob Rohrer house at the Trovinger Mill. 

# 
Thomas J. Scharf, The History of Western Maryland, Vol 

hiladelphia: Louis H. Everts, (1882), p. 1053. 
11/ 
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U. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S NAME: 

Stuart B. Abraham and Ida Jean Abraham 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

525 Indian Lane 

«/> CITY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 
tS. LOCATION OF~ LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

S T A T E : 

Maryland 

M 
C O U R T H O U S E , R E O I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Washington County Court House 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

West Washington S t r e e t 
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Hagerstown 
S T A T E 

Maryland 
3557777 T i t l e Reference of Current Deed (Book & PgT I) 
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UA-a:-06 
7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
B Excellent D GooJ D F o i r 

(Check One; 

• Deteriorated I I Ruini Q Unexpded 

(Check One.) 
K Altered Q Unaltered 

(Check One; 

• Moved Qg Original Si 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T > .ID O R I G I N A L ( 1 / known.) PHYSICAL. A P P E A R A N C E 

Antietam Hall is located at 525 Indian Lane, Hagerstown, Washington County 
Maryland, about 1/2 mile south of Md. Route 64. It is situated on an area 
of level ground and faces northeast. 
The structure is a two-story, six-bay brick dwelling, painted yellow with 

black and white trim. 
The walls are set on low limestone foundations. The bricks at the front 

or northeast elevation and those of the northwest end wall are set in flemist 
bond. At the rear of the house, English garden wall bonding is displayed 
with three courses of stretchers between rows of header bricks. The projec­
ting portion of the rear elevation displays common bonding. Decorative work 
associated with the exterior walls includes flat brick arches over the win­
dows. A quarter round brick watertable extends along the entire front ele­
vation. 
Windows and doors are spaced evenly in the facade and appear to be grouped 

in pairs. All windows of the front elevation contain nine-over-six pane 
double-hung sashes which are held within wide wooden window frames with peg­
ged joining. The frames are trimmed with quarter round molding. Some of the 
windows in the other elevations contain six-over-six or two-over-two pane 
sashes within narrow frames. Windows of the front wall are flanked with lou-
vered shutters. 
The main entrance is located in the second bay from the north end of the 

facade wall. The entrance way is flanked by fluted pilasters projecting from 
the wooden trim. The top of the woodwork is concealed by the porch ceiling. 
The door jambs are finished with quadrangular panels which match the double 
doors. A transom with triangular panes is present over the door. Balancing 
the main entrance is a door located in the second bay from the east end of 
the front elevation. This entrance is without decorative trim and appears tc 
have had a transom which has been enclosed. Other entrances are located in 
the rear elevation. 
A one-story, hipped roof entrance porch extends along the entire front 

elevation. It is supported by square posts with chamfered edges. Pilasters 
matching the main door trim are located at the ends of the front wall. A twc 
story porch extends along most of the rear wall. Part of this porch has beer 
enclosed with brick. 
The roof is covered with slate and terminates with a barge board set direct 

ly against the end walls. Eaves boxing at the front elevation is trimmed 
with a course of molding. Large brick chimneys with several courses of cor­
beling at their tops are located inside each gable end. An interior flue is 
located at the ridge between the second and third bays from the south end. 
fourth chimney, somewhat smaller than the others, rises from inside the 
southeast gable end several feet below the ridge. 
The main entrance opens into a spacious stair hall with the staircase set 

into a recess in the southeast wall of the hallway. Two rooms are located 
northwest of the hall, while to the southeast is one large room with a siza­
ble fireplace. Adjoining this room is a kitchen with a large service fire­
place behind which is another room, apparently an addition. 
Rooms at the second story are divided by a partial hall running perpendicu­

lar to the end walls. Several of the second story rooms display original 
decorative stenciling in red and black depicting a pineapple motif. 
Interior doors have six raised panels with plain quarter round trim. 

CONTINUED ON ATTACHED SHEET. 
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original s t e n c i l l i n 
is present in several 
second story rooms. 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The area of significance of Antietam Hall is its architecture. The struc 
ture is also important for the original decorative stenciling which is pre­
sent in several rooms on the second story. ' 
Although no exact construction date has been established for this house, 

it has several features characteristic of 18th century dwellings in Wash­
ington County. The presence of a watertable and windows with wide wooden 
frames showing pegged joining are inidicative of early construction. The 
use of wrought nails and raised panel doors at the interior as well as the 
method of construction employed in the first story flooring all suggest an 
18th century building date. 
The presence of early stenciling is particularly outstanding and certain­

ly rare in Washington County. Few, if any, other examples are in existence 
in the area. 
Early records concerning Antietam Hall are not definitive. It appears, 

however, that Ignatius Perre, who acquired a 500-acre land patent, "Bro­
ther's Request" in 1744, sold 100 acres to George Circule (Frederick Co. 
land records J/1129) in 1765. In 1769, Circule who apparently renamed the 
land "George's Lot" sold 100 acres to Martin Rohrer. (Frederick Co. deed 
book M/182). Martin Rohrer, who eventually acquired more of the land held 
theproperty until his death in 1806. In 1807, 500 acres including parts 
of "Brother's Request," "Small Hopes" and "The Hurry" was acquired by Roh­
rer 's son-in-law, Christian Newcomer. If the house is an 18th century stru{; 
ture, it was probably built during the ownership of Martin Rohrer. Accor­
ding to Scharf's History of Western Maryland, written in 1882, Martin Rohre 
settled on "what is now known as the Bryan farm, lying on the Antietam Creejc 
and near the Cavetown turnpike..."1 The Bryan family owned Antietam Hall 
from 1847 to 1904. Martin Rohrer is buried in a family cemetery located 
near the Jacob Rohrer house at the Trovinger Mill. 

•••Thomas J. Scharf, The History of Western Maryland, Vol. II, Philadelphia 
Louis H. Everts, (1882), p. 1053. 



Scharf, Thomas J., The History of Western Maryland, Vol. II, Philadel­
phia, Louis H. Everts, 1882. 
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Liber S, Folio 949, October 31, 1807 
Grantor: David Newcomer 
Grantee: Christian Newcomer 

500 acres, "Brother's Request," "Small Hopes," "The Hurry" -- 18 h 

Liber S, Folio 945, October 31, 1807 
Grantors: Daniel Rench and Christian Newcomer, executors for Martin Rohrer's 

estate 
Grantee: David Newcomer 

500 acres, 18 h 

WA-I-065 — Description #7 Continued 

Several nails extracted from the attic floor were hand wrought. The first floor 
joists consist of heavy squared planks or logs set snugly against each other. Over 
these is a layer of mortar several inches thick. The flooring is placed above the 
mortar. 
The ĥ use is in excellent condition and stands on a tract containing 41.66 acres. 
Near the house is a one-and-a-half story, four-bay brick secondary dwelling. Its 
bricks are laid in flemish bond at the front elevation with a quarter round molded 
brick watertable extending the length of the front wall. Other elevations display 
common bonding. Two identical doors are present in the front elevation. The openings 
have narrow framing which does not show pegged joining. A large barn and other out­
buildings are also present. 
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Deed Records — WA-I-065 — Antietam Hall 

Liber 364, Folio 727, January 18, 1961 
Grantors: Jack H. Beackley and Louise F. Beachley 
Grantees: Stuart B. Abraham and Ida Jean Abraham 

41.66 acres 

Liber 288, Polifl 413, October 29, 1954 
Grantors: Bessie M. Unger, widow et al 
Grantee: Jack H. Beachley & Louise F. Beachley 

$27,000.00 

Liber 192, Folio 248, October 27, 1932 
Grantors: Elmer E. Durbin & Cora S. Durbin 
Grantees: Bessie M. Unger at el 

"Locust Bottom," "Harry," "Colonel" 
Parcel 1, 157 acres; parcel 2, right of way 

Liber 157, Folio 315, April 1, 1920 
Grantor: John H. Hostetter 
Grantee: Elmer E. Durbin and Cora S. Durbin 

Liber 148, Folio 586, April 1, 1916 
Grantor: Charles E. Sprecher and Daisy D. Sprecher 
Grantee: John H. Hostetter 

$17,600, 157 acres. 

Liber 131, Folio 166, February 15, 1909 
Grantors: Jacob F. Lemon and Mary V. Lemon 
Grantees: Charles E. Sprecher and Daisy D. Sprecher 

$13,737.50, 157 acres. 

Liber 127, Folio 708, March 30, 1908 
Grantor: Alexander Neill, Atty. for Frederick Bryan 
Grantee: Jacob F. Lemen 

$11,775., 157 acres. 

Liber 119, Folio 544, April 5, 1904 
Grantor: Alexander Neill, Executor for Otho Bryan 
Grantee: Frederick Bryan 

$12,145.62, "Brother's Request," "Locust Bottom," "Harry" and "Colonel" 
160-1/4 acres. 

Liber IN 2, Folio 358, March 12, 1847 
Grantor: Alexander Mitchell & Amelia Mitchell 
Grantee: Frederick Bryan 

$19,000, 374 acres. 

Liber HH, Folio 472, April 20, 1825 
Grantor: Christian Newcomer 
Grantee: Alexander Mitchell 

@ $40 per acre, 374 acres 14 perches 

Liber S, Folio 949, October 31, 1807 
Grantor: David Newcomer 
Grantee: Christian Newcomer 

500 acres 





































Addendum to Inventory No. WA-l-065 

Maryland Historical Trust 
0 Maryland Inventory of 

Historic Properties Form 
Page 1 of 1 
Name of Property: Antietam Hall 
Location: 525 Indian Lane, Hagerstown, MD 

This addendum is to update information on Antietam Hall, which was listed in the National 
Register in 1979. As of January 2012, Antietam Hall is located within an Area of Potential 
Effect for the Yale Drive Extension - Phase I project. Currently Yale Drive runs northeasterly 
from Mt Aetna Road to Medical Campus Drive. The proposed extension continues Yale Drive 
in a northeasterly direction to the west side of the Hagerstown Community College campus. The 
proposed route of the extension passes through lands historically associated with Antietam Hall, 
and the seven-acre Antietam Hall National Register nominated area lies about 1500 feet north of 
the proposed route. 

In 2012, Antietam Hall appears much as it did when it was nominated to the National Register in 
the 1970s. Some changes have taken place: The early 20th century across-the-front porch has 
been removed from the main house, and the secondary house which was in very deteriorated 
condition in 1974 when photographed for the MIHP, has been rehabilitated and is currently used 
as a residence. A new brick two story brick addition was attached to the east end wall of the 
secondary house. The addition was constructed to be reminiscent of a mid-19th century 
farmhouse and is easily distinguishable from the original secondary dwelling, yet compatible 
with regional construction. 

The secondary house which utilizes Flemish bond brickwork at the front elevation and has front 
and rear watertables appears to be contemporary with the main house. 

Antietam Hall continues to maintain historic and visual integrity and continues to retain the 
qualities of distinctive design and workmanship as well as associations with the past that make it 
worthy of listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 

• 

Prepared by: Paula Reed, PhD Date: 1/17/12 



WA-I-065 
Antietam Hall 
525 Indian Lane 
Hagerstown, Washington County, MD 
Yale Drive Extension, Phase I 

Digital Photo Log 

HP 100 Gray Photo Cartridge 
HP Premium Plus Photo Paper 

WA-I-065_2012-01-10_01.tif: Overall view of secondary house, main house, and barn, 
view NW. 

WA-I-065_2012-01-10_02.tif: Main house, NE elevation, view SW. 

WA-I-065_2012-01-10_03.tif: Main house, SW and SE elevations, view N. 

WA-I-065_2012-01-10_04.tif: Secondary house, SE and NE elevations, view NW. 

WA-I-065_2012-01-10_05.tif: Secondary house, NW and SW elevations, view SE. 

WA-I-065_2012-01-10_06.tif: Barn, SE and NE elevations, view NW. 


























